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Global Outreach

433 Hawthorne Street

Neenah, Wisconsin  54956   U.S.A

(920) 727-1207   or   (920) 540-0035

globalmom35@sbcglobal.net

www.globaloutreachprogram.com 
Dear 2006-2007 Global Outreach Applicant,

 

Global Outreach is a student exchange program with a difference. Begun in Wisconsin at the time of the fall of the Soviet empire, it is an attempt on the part of American Catholics to help the Church in Central and Eastern Europe to rebuild its leadership after the devastation of communism.

 

Global Outreach recruits highly committed young Catholics from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania and Slovakia who are dedicated to renewing the Church and society in their homelands.  The program offers a ten-month experience in the United States, living with a Catholic host family and attending a Catholic high school. Students are also expected to become involved in youth ministry programs that promote Christian leadership skills and a servant leadership ethic. The program is a response to the Pope's call to young Catholics to dedicate themselves to "building a culture of life and a civilization of love." If a student is seeking a program to study in the United States only in order to improve his/her English skills or to "see America," then this program is not for that student.  

Global Outreach is for students who look forward to a year in America in order to grow personally as well as in their faith life.  Equally important is the student’s commitment to return home with their skills and experiences, and take an active part in helping to strengthen their Catholic communities.  Global Outreach is looking for the young Catholic student  who: 1) has a strong faith – who practices his/her faith through regular reception of the sacraments, has a respect for God, and acts with charity toward others;  2) has strong English skills, both oral and written;  3) exhibits personal maturity – the ability and willingness to fulfill his/her responsibilities with a calm and positive attitude; 4) has an open and enthusiastic personality – is able to relate openly and positively with many kinds of people, enjoys sharing and being with others, and has an open and curious mind;  and 5)  displays leadership – an ability and willingness to have a positive influence on others.  Only students who will have completed their second year of secondary school and who agree to study as third year (junior) students in the U.S. will be considered for the program.  Students who are invited to participate in the Global Outreach program will live with a Catholic family that is committed to "building a civilization of love." At the same time, the students who are accepted must also show a commitment to the mission and vision of the Global Outreach program and to the rebuilding of the Church in their countries.

Students who apply for Global Outreach must agree to all program rules, regulations, and standards of conduct as outlined in the application.  They must also obtain recommendations from their parish priest, headmaster, class teacher, and English teacher, as well as a full medical report.  Students should include six passport-sized photos of themselves, and (translated) transcripts from the previous two years. Please note that students who are accepted to the Global Outreach program are required to attend the Global Outreach summer camps both prior to and again following their exchange.  

 

Only a limited number of students from each country can be accepted each year. The number of those accepted is determined by the number of host families available as well as by the number of Catholic schools that are willing to waive tuition costs. The first selection of applicants will be done in the students' schools. The director of the school and the faculty will submit to the Global Outreach staff the names and applications of the students they believe most worthy.

 

You need to know before applying that Global Outreach is not a completely free program for study in the U.S. In addition to your commitment to the mission of the program, your parents are responsible for a fee of $1650, which covers fees to help pay for program expenses, as well as the expenses for your participation in Summer Camp 2007.  You will be responsible for the cost of your round-trip transportation to the United States.  You will also be responsible for obtaining international health and accident insurance (approximately $300), and bringing pocket money (between $500 and $600) to cover your personal expenses while on the exchange.  Your host family will provide room and board, and your host high school provides for your tuition (as much as $6000) and fees for books and other necessary school fees (as much as $800). 

 

Our Church is in need of a new generation of young Catholic leaders who are eager to make a difference in our world, repairing the wounds of the past, facing the dangers of the present and building a future of hope. If you are interested in our faith‑based American Catholic program and have the necessary qualifications, we look forward to receiving your application.

 

Sincerely,

 

Mary Piette 


Director


